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MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT COURT, PALMER SS 
Cornet v. City of Springfield 

Civil Action No. 2643-cv-196 

You Are Eligible For $______________ From A Class Action Settlement 
«First» «Last» 
«ADDRESS», «ADDRESS2» 
«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP» 
CID # «ID» 

A Massachusetts court authorized this notice.  This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

• A Settlement has been reached with the City of Springfield (“Springfield”) in a class action 
lawsuit about violations of the Massachusetts Wage Act. 

• Springfield has denied the allegations but has agreed to settle the case to avoid the burden, 
expense, inconvenience, and uncertainty of continued litigation.  

• Springfield has agreed to pay up to a maximum of $825,000.00 (the “Settlement Amount”) to 
cover payments to approximately 147 class members, for attorneys’ fees and costs, taxes, 
required withholdings and deductions, service awards and the cost of administering the 
settlement.  

• According to the formula described below in section 6, the Settlement provides you with an 
estimated payment of _______________.  The estimated payment should be mailed to you in 
approximately January 2027. 

• The Court has approved this notice and authorized that it be sent to you.  The Court in charge 
of this case still has to decide whether to grant final approval of the Settlement.  Payments will 
only be made if the Court grants final approval of the Settlement and after any appeals are 
resolved.  Please be patient. 

Your legal rights are affected even if you do nothing.  Please read this notice carefully. These rights 
and options—and the deadlines to exercise them—are explained in this notice. 

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN THIS SETTLEMENT DEADLINE 

OBJECT Serve an Objection if you don’t like the Settlement. October 24, 2026 

DO NOTHING Get a presently-estimated payment of $____________.  
Give up rights. 
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BASIC INFORMATION 
1.  Why is there a notice? 

A Court has authorized this notice because you have a right to know about a proposed Settlement of this class 
action lawsuit and about all of your options before the Court decides whether to give final approval to the 
Settlement.  This notice explains the lawsuit, the Settlement, and your legal rights. 

Judges in the Massachusetts District Court are overseeing this case.  This litigation is known as Cornet v. City of 
Springfield, Civ. Action No. 2643-cv-196.  The person who sued the City of Springfield is called the “Plaintiff.”  
Springfield is the “Defendant.” 

2.  What is this lawsuit about? 

The lawsuit is about whether Springfield violated wage and hour laws relating to the payment of wages. 

3.  Why is this a class action? 

In a class action, one or more people called “class representatives” sue on behalf of themselves and other people 
with similar claims.  All of these people together are the “class” or “class members.”  In this case, the proposed 
Class Representative is Harold Cornet.  One court resolves the issues for all Class Members. 

4.  Why is there a Settlement? 

By agreeing to settle, both sides avoid the cost and risk of a trial, and the people affected will get a chance to 
receive compensation.  The Class Representative and her attorneys think the Settlement is best for all Class 
Members.  The Settlement does not mean that Springfield did anything wrong, and Springfield denies that it did 
anything wrong. 

WHO IS PART OF THE SETTLEMENT? 
If you received this notice of the Settlement in the mail, then you are a Class Member.  But even if you did not 
receive a notice, you may be a Class Member, as described below. 

5.  How do I know if I am part of the Settlement? 

In order to be part of the Settlement, you must meet the following class definition as set forth in the Settlement 
Agreement: 

• “All persons who are or were employed by the City of Springfield and worked as student 
police officers from March 24, 2022 through May 10, 2026.”  

THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS 

6.  What does the Settlement provide? 

Under the Settlement, Springfield will pay an amount to each Class Member pro rata based on their potential 
damages during the period of March 24, 2022 through May 10, 2026 as reflected in Springfield’s payroll records 
and will also pay the costs to administer the Settlement as well as attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses, and the 
incentive award payment to the Class Representative who helped with the lawsuit, subject to the limits set forth 
in the Settlement Agreement.   

7.  How much will my Settlement Class Payment be? 

$____________ is the presently-estimated amount of your settlement payment.  

8.  When will I receive my payment? 

Payments will be sent to Class Members after the Court grants final approval to the Settlement and after any 
appeals are resolved.  If there are appeals, resolving them can take time.  Please be patient.  
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9.  What am I giving up to receive a payment? 

You will give up your right to sue Springfield for the claims being resolved by this Settlement.  In that regard, 
upon the occurrence of the Effective Date of the Settlement (as defined in the Settlement Agreement), and once 
Springfield has paid the Gross Settlement Fund amounts in full, each Settlement Class Member—including those 
who the amount of their settlement checks are remitted to the Unclaimed Property Fund of the Massachusetts state 
Treasury or to any cy pres recipient(s) in accordance with the terms of the Settlement Agreement as approved by 
the Court—will release the Released Parties (as defined in the Settlement Agreement), The Settlement Agreement 
describes the released claims with specific descriptions, so read it carefully.  If you have any questions you can 
visit the settlement website at SPDSETTLEMENT.com or communicate with Class Counsel for free at:  

Jeffrey S. Morneau, Esq. 
Connor & Morneau, LLP 
136 Dwight Road 
Longmeadow, MA 01106 
Tel: (413) 455-1730 
Email:  jmorneau@cmolawyers.com  

You can, of course, talk to your own lawyer if you have questions about what this means. 

HOW TO RECEIVE A PAYMENT 
10.  How can I receive a payment? 

A payment will be mailed to you if the Court approves the Settlement.  

THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU 
11.  Do I have a lawyer in the case? 

Yes.  The Court appointed the following law firm as “Class Counsel”: Connor & Morneau, LLP.  You will not be 
charged separately by these lawyers.  If you want to be represented by your own lawyer, you may hire one at your 
own expense.   

12.  How will the lawyers be paid? 

Class Counsel will ask the Court for attorneys’ fees and expenses of up to $206,250.00.  The Court will decide 
the amount of fees and expenses to award.  Class Counsel will also request that an incentive award of $3,500 be 
paid, from the Settlement, to Harold Cornet, the proposed Class Representative, for his service as representative 
on behalf of the whole Class. 

OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT 
13.  How can I tell the Court if I do not like the Settlement? 

You can object to the Settlement if you don’t like some part of it.  The Court will consider your views.  To object, 
you must submit a letter to the Settlement Administrator and Class Counsel (see Question 14) that includes the 
following: 

• The name, court and docket number of the lawsuit (Cornet v. City of Springfield, Palmer District 
Court, Civ. Action No. 2643-cv-196 

• Your full name, address, and telephone number; 

You must mail your objection to the following address, and your objection must be postmarked by October 24, 
2026: 
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SETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATOR 
Springfield Police Department Settlement 

c/o Optime Administration, LLC 
PO Box 3206, Brockton, MA 02304 

Phone: 844-625-7313 
Fax: 781-287-0381 

Email: SPD@OptimeAdmin.com 

14.  What is objecting? 

Objecting is simply telling the Court that you don’t like something about the Settlement. By objecting to the 
Settlement, a Class Member does not waive or otherwise lose any rights to receive benefits under the Settlement 
Agreement. However, a Class Member separately seeking and obtaining such relief will still be bound by and 
deemed to have agreed to the terms of the Settlement Agreement even if he or she makes an objection, unless the 
Court orders otherwise. 

THE FINAL FAIRNESS HEARING 
The Court may, but is not required to, hold a Final Fairness Hearing to decide whether to grant final approval of 
the Settlement and any requests for fees and expenses.  If so, you may attend and you may ask to speak, but you 
do not have to.  

15.  When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the Settlement? 

If the Court chooses to hold a Fairness Haring, it will occur at 2:00 p.m. on October 27, 2026, at the Palmer 
District Court, 235 Sykes St, Palmer, MA 01069.  At this hearing, the Court will again consider whether the 
Settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate.  If there are objections, the Court will consider them and may listen 
to people at the hearing.  The Court may also decide how much Class Counsel will be paid from the Settlement.  
After the hearing, the Court will decide whether to grant final approval of the Settlement.  We do not know how 
long these decisions will take. 

16.  Do I have to attend the hearing? 

No.  Class Counsel will answer questions the Court may have.  But, you are welcome to attend at your expense.  
If you submit an objection, you do not have to come to Court to talk about it.  As long as you mailed your written 
objection on time, the Court will consider it.  You may also have your own lawyer attend at your expense, but it 
is not necessary.   

17.  May I speak at the hearing? 

You may ask the Court for permission to speak at the Final Fairness Hearing.     

GETTING MORE INFORMATION 
18.  How do I get more information? 

This notice summarizes the proposed Settlement.  If you need more information, you may call the toll-free number 
of the Settlement Administrator at 844-625-7313, or visit the settlement administration website at 
SPDSETTLEMENT.com, where you will find a copy of the Complaint in this action, the Settlement Agreement, 
and other court filings. 
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SPRINGFIELD POLICE DEPT SETTLEMENT 
C/O OPTIME ADMINISTRATION, LLC 
PO BOX 3206 
BROCKTON, MA 02304 
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